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Abstract

Introduction: Caring of criticaly ill patient's family is an essentia part of nursing roles.
However, despite the fact that nurses are responsible for satisfying the needs of the fam-
ily, the role of nurses has been less considered. Knowing this subject causes to provide
good nursing care for critically ill patients and their families. The object of this study isto
determine the perception of nursesin relation to their roles towards the patient’s family in
the intensive care unit.

Methods: Thisis a descriptive and analytic study. 114 nurses working in adult intensive
care unitsin 3 university hospitals in Tehran (2011) were studied. To investigate nurses
perception of their duties towards the families of hospitalized critically ill patients, a 19
items questionnaire "Nurses perception of their performance toward the patient’s family”
was used. Nurses perception of their roles towards family and its relation correlation
with nurses demographic factors were analyzed with non parametric methods by SPSS
(ver. 16).

Results: The highest mean of Nurses' perception of their role towards family was “request
to leave during nursing duties’ (3.06+£1.06). There were no significant difference between
the nurse's perceptions with their age, marital status,work experience in intensive care
unit (ICU) and educational level of nurses (P>0.05). Results indicated a positive signifi-
cant correlation between nurses convenience to discussing prognosis of critically ill pa-
tients with perception of nursing roles toward the patients family (P<0.001, r=0.595), but
this correlation was low in “describing the probability of death” (P<0.001, r=0.299).

Conclusion: Lack perception of nursing duties towards patient’s family may be originated
from low awareness about importance of patient's family participation in the intensive
care unit. Increasing nurse's perception of the family situation in the care process of criti-
caly ill patient will be auseful practical strategy in intensive care units.

Key words:. perception, nurse, performance, family, intensive care unit, patient.
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